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INTRODUCTION SEVERE WEATHER APPLICATIONS

What is OK-FIRST? Wewoka Tornado, June 8, 1998 Tornadoes and Severe Thunderstorms, June 13, 1998
An initiative by the Oklahoma Climatological Survey to develop a 21st- s ' ' ' An outbreak of tornadoes and severe thunderstorms occurred across Okahoma on
century information and support system for public-safety agencies (emer- June 13, 1998. OK-FIRST participants in Kingfisher and Logan Counties used radar
gency managers, fire, and police). data from OK-FIRST to anticipate tornado warnings issued for their counties at 5:15

and 6:30 p.m., respectively.
Provides real-time access to a suite of environmental information and

training materials including data from 15 NEXRAD units, 115 Oklahoma
Mesonet stations, and products from the National Weather Service.

By 8:07, another thunderstorm spawned a series of tornadoes in Oklahoma county
(upper left). Other damaging storms were located in Noble county and in Kay County
(upper right). OK-FIRST users accessed storm algorithm output (lower left) and
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Since June of 1997, 65 participants have been trained in the access and
use of the system. More participants will be added in 1999 and beyond.
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Director Mike Honig- ‘| _] large grass fire occurred

near Seward, in Logan
County. John Lewis, Lo-
gan County EM, tracked
a wind shift moving
through his county using
animations of Mesonet

sberg has enlisted the
help of Lori Painter’s
6th grade class as
“Junior Emergency
Managers”. Students
monitor the weather

during class time and * | ' _— On March 15-16, 1998, nearly three . ooieoens winds like those shown to

alert Mike when significant weather (e.g. drylines) occur. Mike donated a inches of rain fell over northernandcen- [ ' the right. The wind shift

Garfield County Paging System pager to the class and they receive tral Oklahoma as depicted by Mesonet H VOV?(ISaar:%OmdaeteCCitted 3\? Strllx’e-
alphanumeric weather alerts from (upper left) and NEXRAD (upper right) i : 88D y
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